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DONOR PROSPECT PROFILE TEMPLATE

Profiled by:   

Date:  

Context: 

•
Include a brief statement about the relationship between the potential donor & your organization (i.e. who referred them to you or how they became interested in your local group)

Current activities:

•
Include current jobs, volunteer activities here

Boards he/she currently sits on:

Organizations he/she currently funds:

•
Include all charitable donations, political contributions, and anything else you can find here

Past activities:

•
Old jobs, past involvement with other organizations, books written, talks given, etc.

Education:

Personal:

•
Include anything else that is relevant to your donor’s interest in your local group here

DONOR THANK YOU LETTER TEMPLATE

[Print on your group’s letterhead, if you have one]

[address]

[Date]

Dear [addressee],

Thank you so much for your generous donation to [Local Group name here]. We are extremely appreciative of the support you have shown for our group.


With your gift, we will be able to [insert use of funds here]. The ability to [sum up outcomes and/or positive benefit of the activity which you will be undertaking] is critical, and we are grateful for the opportunity to continue doing so. Thank you for helping to ensure the success of our group’s mission. Your invaluable support helps us grow and develop.

We will be sending you an update in [date 9 months from receipt of funds, if the donor is reasonably large] to let you know how we have been making use of the funds you so kindly provided. Please do not hesitate to contact me personally at any time if you have any questions or would like further information.

Yours truly,

[Contact person]
[Title]
[Contact info]

FUNDRAISING PROPOSAL TEMPLATE

Post Carbon Institute

Post Carbon Institute is a non-profit think, action and education tank offering research, project tools, education and information to implement proactive strategies to adapt to an energy constrained world. The development of Post Carbon Institute came out of a concern for the environmental, social, political and economic ramifications of global over-reliance on cheap energy. Our main response to these concerns is the strategy of Relocalization, which aims to rebuild societies based on the local production of food, manufactured goods and energy, and the Relocalization of currency, governance and culture. The main goals of Relocalization are to increase community energy security, strengthen local economies, dramatically improve environmental conditions and foster social equity. 

An Imperative to Act 

Relying on a system of cheap energy and globalized trade has many negative implications. These include climate change and environmental degradation; the erosion of small businesses and the diversion of profits away from local communities; loss of energy security and increased geo-political conflict; the proliferation of suburbs and resulting social dislocation; and increased dependence on oil, a finite resource which many experts predict will hit its global production peak before the end of this decade.

[You may want to add more information to this section which addresses the foundation’s area of focus. For example, if a potential funder is concerned about local food production, you might want to talk about the fuel used in fertilizer & transportation and the environmental benefits of local farming. If a funder is concerned about climate change, you can focus on the emissions reductions that come from decreased energy consumption.]


The Response- Relocalization

Relocalization provides community solutions to these significant challenges by allowing community members to source essential goods and services much closer to home and, as a result, dramatically reduce their overall energy consumption. 


Each individual Relocalization response has additional positive benefits. For example, making food or manufactured goods locally reduces the amount of energy intensive long-distance shipping that is required to bring products to consumers. Producing local renewable energy decreases the need for large-scale polluting sources of energy, such as oil, nuclear, natural gas and coal. In addition, linking communities’ outputs to their capacity for local energy production will encourage them to stay within their local limits to growth, reducing environmental degradation and climate change. 

The Relocalization Network

Post Carbon Institute supports the Relocalization Network, a growing network of Local Post Carbon Groups and Relocalization Network affiliates all over the world which are working to prepare their communities for an energy-constrained future. These community-based groups receive guidance, educational resources and electronic infrastructure from Post Carbon Institute. The Groups work within their communities in cooperation with local governments, businesses, non-governmental organizations and educational institutions to put the concept of Relocalization into practice.

While working primarily within their communities, these groups also share knowledge, experience, and educational resources with the all of the other groups within the global Relocalization Network. Local Post Carbon Groups are experimenting with Relocalization projects with the aim of developing viable solutions to the challenges of peak oil. All successes and failures are valuable contributions, helping the network develop a comprehensive Relocalization strategy.

[Insert your Local Group’s name here]

[Here, you will want to describe a bit about your group including its most recent accomplishments, current activities and future plans. Make sure to tailor the information to appeal to the particular funder you have in mind each time you write an application.]

Appendices

[Here, you should include a copy of your project’s budget, overall goals, timeline, specific tasks and deliverables, along with a listing of key project staff or board members and their relevant qualifications. You may also want to include a list of past funders and information about your fiscal sponsor or charitable status**.]

** Note: Fiscal sponsorship occurs when a charitable organization contracts another non-profit organization without charitable status to do some of its charitable work. This allows organizations without charitable status to accept tax-exempt grants. For more information about fiscal sponsorship or charitable status, please consult a lawyer specializing in non-profit tax law. 
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